
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Australian Kukkiwon 
Office Dan Promotion 

Test Policy 
 

Adopted: 28 April 2025 
Effective: 28 April 2025 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Contents 
1. Purpose ........................................................................................................................................................ 2 

2. Definitions .................................................................................................................................................... 3 

3. Masters who hold a Kukkiwon Examiners Qualification ............................................................................. 4 

4. Masters who DO NOT hold a Kukkiwon Examiners Qualification ............................................................... 5 

5. Rural/ remote examinations panels ............................................................................................................ 7 

6. Dan Promotion Test and Assessment Process ............................................................................................. 7 

7. Grading Panel Sanctioning and Approval .................................................................................................... 7 

8. Dan Promotion Test Panels ......................................................................................................................... 7 

For promotion tests for candidates going for 1st Poom/Dan to 4th Dan ................................................. 7 

For promotion tests for candidates going for 5th Dan ............................................................................. 8 

For promotion tests for candidates going for 6th Dan ............................................................................. 8 

For promotion tests for candidates going for 7th Dan ............................................................................. 8 

9. Approved Lead Examiners ........................................................................................................................... 9 

10. Dan Appeals Process .................................................................................................................................. 9 

 

1. Purpose 
The purpose of this document is to clarify the operating conditions for Dan Promotion tests 
conducted by Australian Taekwondo and all Masters residing in Australia, including non-AT 
members. 
 
This is linked to the MOU signed in 2025 between Australian Taekwondo and Kukkiwon and defines 
the processes and procedures in which Australian Taekwondo, and Masters residing in Australia, 
whether members or non-members of AT, conduct Poom & Dan promotion tests. 
 
At a glance 
Masters who have obtained a Kukkiwon Examiners Qualification 
 
Australian Taekwondo has been able to secure the following dispensations for Masters who have 
already obtained a Kukkiwon Examiners Qualification 
• For 8th and 9th Dan Grand Masters who hold a Kukkiwon examiners qualification of 3rd Class or 

Higher, you will be exempt from the requirement to submit supporting video evidence with the 
application.  

 
Please note: This exemption will apply until the next KKW Master Instructors and Examiners course is 
held in Australia. After that course has been conducted, this dispensation will only apply to 8th and 9th 
Dan Grand Masters holding a 1st class examiner's certificate. 

 
• For all Masters holding a 3rd Class or higher qualification. When applying for a 4th Dan 

certification, you will be exempt from the requirement to submit supporting video evidence with 
the application. 

 
The following examination will apply to all Instructors in possession of a KKW Examiners 
qualification. 
 
** NOTE: post the conducting of a KKW Master and Examiner course in Australia, all examiners 
must hold a KKW Examiners qualification. These rules will be updated accordingly at that time. 



 

2. Definitions 
 
Master Instructor – an instructor who has completed and passed the Kukkiwon Master's Course. For 
the avoidance of doubt, references to Masters within this Policy refer to both AT members and non-
members.  
 
Kukkiwon Examiner – an instructor who has completed and passed the Kukkiwon Examiners Course 
 
Lead Examiner – 6th Dan Kukkiwon Dan certificate holder, who has registered and appears on a 
published approved list. 
 
Grading Panel – a minimum of 3 examiners who conduct Kukkiwon standard gradings 
 
Local/Club/State Panel – a panel made up of 3 examiners with a minimum of one 6th Dan Kukkiwon 
certificate holder, from an approved and published list, and with an approved lead examiner 
registration number. A minimum of two further panel members of 5th Dan Kukkiwon certificate 
holders 
 
National Panel – a panel made up of a minimum of 3 examiners of 7th Dan or higher for a 6th Dan 
grading and 8th Dan or higher for a 7th Dan grading. One examiner must hold a Kukkiwon Examiners 
qualification. National grading panels must be approved by the AUS Kukkiwon office prior to 
conducting an examination  
 
Rural/Remote Examination Panels – an examination panel with a minimum of 2 examiners, one 
examiner must hold a Kukkiwon Examiners qualification. This panel is utilised for rural/remote areas 
where it is not practical or financially viable to form a full grading panel. Applications will be reviewed 
and approved by the High Dan Examination panel, taking into account the individual circumstances 
associated with the application 
 
Video Evidence – video submission of Kukkiwon examination requirements in accordance with 
Kukkiwon regulations 
 
Video Supervisory Panel- This panel ensures that the testing process maintains the integrity, 
standards, and technical accuracy of in-person examinations and confirms that video submissions 
meet all established guidelines for fairness, clarity, and authenticity. 



3. Masters who hold a Kukkiwon Examiners Qualification 
Dan/Poom 
Promotion 

Tests 

Dan/Poom Promotion Test Panels Video Filming Supervisory Panels Kukkiwon Certificate 
Application 

 
 
 
 

 

1st – 4th 

Dan / Poom 

Dan/Poom tests may be conducted by individual Taekwondo masters for 
their own Dojang if they hold the correct qualification as below. 

 

1st Dan examination: Must be 4th Dan  KKW and be 3rd Class Master 
Instructor 

 

2nd Dan examination: Must be 4th Dan KKW and be 3rd Class Master 
Instructor 

 

3rd Dan examination: Must be 4th Dan KKW and be 3rd Class Master 
Instructor 

 

4th Dan examination: Must be 5th Dan KKW and be a 3rd Class Examiner 
and a 3rd Class Master Instructor. 

 
 

 
** Special Note 

Instructors with a KKW examiners qualification are exempt 
from the requirement to supply video evidence for 1st, 2nd, 

3rd and 4th Dan application 
 
 

Note: the Recommender must have a record of at least 
2 previous applications for the 4th Dan applicants 

 
 
 

Masters holding a current 
KKW Examiners 

qualification and a TCON 
account may apply via the 

AUS Kukkiwon 
Office, or directly to KKW 

 

 

5th Dan 

Local/Club/ State based panel with: 

- a minimum of 3 examiners, including: 
- A minimum of one 6th Dan (or higher) Kukkiwon certificate holder, 

from an approved and published list, and with an approved lead 
examiner registration number. 

- A minimum of two further panel members of 5th Dan (Kukkiwon 
certificate holders) 

 

 A grading panel must be established to conduct a 5th Dan 
examination. Grading panels must be approved by the AUS TKD 
office prior to conducting an examination 
 

The panel must be made up of the following: 
- Minimum of 3 examiners of 6th Dan or higher 
- Including a minimum of one examiner who must hold 

KKW Examiners qualification 

 
Via AUS Kukkiwon 

Office 

 

6thDan 

National Panel with: 
● Minimum 3 x 7th Dan (or higher) examiners  
● Including a minimum of one 8th Dan Kukkiwon and a Kukkiwon 

examiner certificate holder 
 
Local/Club/State Based panel with: 

• Minimum of 3 examiners, including; 
o Minimum of three 7th Dan (or higher) Kukkiwon 

holders, with a minimum of one Kukkiwon examiner 
certificate holder, from an approved and published 
list and with and approved lead examiner registration 
number 

 

A grading panel must be established to conduct a 6th Dan 
examination. Grading panels must be approved by the AUS TKD 
office prior to conducting an examination 
 

The panel must be made up of the following: 
- Minimum of 3 examiners of 7th Dan or higher 
- Including a minimum of one examiner who must hold 

KKW Examiners qualification. 
 

 
Via AUS Kukkiwon 

Office 



 7th Dan 
National Panel with: 
● Minimum 3 x 8th Dan (or higher) examiners 
● Including a minimum of one 8th Dan Kukkiwon and a Kukkiwon 

examiner certificate holder 
 
Local/Club/State Based panel with: 

• Minimum of 3 examiners, including; 
o Minimum of three 8th Dan (or higher) Kukkiwon 

holders, with a minimum of one  Kukkiwon examiner 
certificate holder, from an approved and published 
list and with and approved lead examiner registration 
number 

 

A grading panel must be established to conduct a 7th Dan 
examination. Grading panels must be approved by the AUS TKD 
office prior to conducting an examination 
 

The panel must be made up of the following: 
- Minimum of 3 examiners of 8th Dan or higher 
- Including a minimum of one examiner who must hold 

KKW Examiners qualification. 

Via AUS Kukkiwon 
Office 

 

 
* Review of all video content, thesis, and the final assessment will be conducted by the AUS Kukkiwon Office High Dan promotion evaluation panel. 
 

4. Masters who DO NOT hold a Kukkiwon Examiners Qualification 
The following examination will apply to all Instructors who DO NOT hold a KKW Examiners qualification. 

Testing conducted by Dan/Poom 
Promotion Tests 

Dan/Poom Promotion Test Panels Kukkiwon Certificate 
Application 

 
 

 
 

All Masters residing in 
Australia who DO NOT hold a 
KKW Examiners Qualification 

 

 
1st 4th 

Dan / Poom 

● Dan/Poom tests may be conducted by individual Taekwondo masters for their own Dojang. 
● Applications must be submitted through the AUS KKW Office. 
● 4th Dan applications must be submitted with supporting video evidence as per KKW examination 

requirements. 
 

** Special Note: As of 31/12/24, Masters who held current TCON accounts but do not hold a KKW 
Examiner qualification will be able to submit their applications directly to the AUS KKW Office for 
processing. This will be accepted until such time as the next course is held in AUS. 

 
Via AUS Kukkiwon 

Office 
 

Supporting video evidence 
must be submitted with the 

application for all 4th Dan 
Applications. 

 
All Masters residing 
in Australia who DO 

NOT hold a KKW 
Examiner 

Qualification 

 
 
 

5th Dan 

A grading panel must be established to conduct a 5th Dan examination. Grading panels must be approved 
by the AUS TKD office prior to conducting an examination 
 
The panel must be made up of the following: 

- Minimum of 3 examiners of 6th Dan or higher 
- Including a minimum of one examiner who must hold KKW Examiners qualification. 

  Via AUS Kukkiwon Office 
 

NOTE: Supporting video 
evidence must be submitted 
with the application for all 4th 

Dan Applications. 
Via AUS Kukkiwon 

Office 



 
All Masters 
residing in 

Australia who DO 
NOT hold a KKW 

Examiners 
Qualification 

 

 
6th Dan 

A grading panel must be established to conduct a 6th Dan examination. Grading panels must be approved 
by the AUS TKD office prior to conducting an examination 
 
The panel must be made up of the following: 
- Minimum of 3 examiners of 7th Dan or higher 
- Including a minimum of one examiner who must hold KKW Examiners qualification. 

Via AUS Kukkiwon  Office 
 

Supporting video evidence 
must be submitted with the 
application for all 4th Dan 
Applications. Via the AUS 
Kukkiwon Office 

 
 

All Masters residing in 
Australia who DO NOT hold a 
KKW Examiners Qualification 

 

7th Dan 

A grading panel must be established to conduct a 7th Dan examination. Grading panels must be approved 
by the AUS TKD office prior to conducting an examination 
 
The panel must be made up of the following: 
- Minimum of 3 examiners of 7th Dan or higher 
- Including a minimum of one examiner who must hold KKW Examiners qualification. 

Via AUS Kukkiwon Office 

Supporting video evidence 
must be submitted with the 
application for all 4th Dan 
Applications. Via the AUS 
Kukkiwon Office 



5. Rural/ remote examinations panels 
An application may be made to the AUS KKW Examination Commission for approval to conduct a Dan 
examination where it is not practical or financially viable to form a full grading panel. 
 
Applications will be reviewed and approved by the High Dan Examination panel and taking into 
account the individual circumstances associated with the application. Panels must be established 
with a minimum of two examiners, one examiner must hold a KKW Examiners qualification. 

 
Video evidence must be supplied with the application.  
8th and 9th Dan Grand Masters holding a KKW Examiners qualification will be exempt from this 
requirement. 

Please note: Review of all video content and thesis, and the final assessment will be 
conducted by the AUS Kukkiwon Office appointed High Dan promotion evaluation panel. 
 

6. Dan Promotion Test and Assessment Process 
Masters have the right to organise and host Dan / Poom promotion tests for candidates testing for 
1st Poom/Dan up to 4th Dan, following minimum standards and the process set out in this 
document. 

Senior Masters may also be granted the rights to organise a panel to supervise High Dan video 
filming assessments for candidates testing for 6th & 7th Dan, following minimum Kukkiwon 
standards and the process set out in this document. 

With final approval by the AUS Kukkiwon office. 

7. Grading Panel Sanctioning and Approval 
Dan / Poom promotion test grading panels, and all examiners, including video supervisory and 
club/ local grading panels, must be sanctioned and approved in advance by the AUS Kukkiwon 
Office, at least one month prior to the planned test. 

Lead examiners must also acquire a promotion test number before conducting any tests or video 
supervision. Failure to do so may invalidate results and lead to problems in the acceptance of 
Kukkiwon certificate applications. 

8. Dan Promotion Test Panels 
All promotion test panels must be organised as follows to meet Kukkiwon minimum 
requirements. 

Video evidence in accordance with KKW regulations must be supplied with the application at all levels. 

8th and 9th Dan Grand Masters who hold a KKW examiners qualification are exempt from supplying 
supporting video evidence. 

 

For promotion 
tests for 
candidates 
going for 1st 
Poom/Dan to 
4th Dan 

A panel must contain a minimum of 3 examiners* - including: 

- A minimum of one 5th Dan (or higher) Kukkiwon certificate holder, 
from an approved and published list and with an approved lead 
examiner registration number. 

- A minimum of two further panel members of 5th Dan Kukkiwon or above 

*(Further panel members over 4th Dan can be included on panels to gain 
experience at the discretion of the lead examiner, but a 4th Dan examiner 
cannot score for candidates going for 4th or 5th Dan). 



For promotion 
tests for 
candidates 
going for 5th 
Dan 

 

Australian Taekwondo and the AUS Kukkiwon Office have the right to 
organise National-level panels to conduct High Dan promotion tests. 

Any National panel would be appointed by the MNA President and AUS 
Kukkiwon Commission Chair in consultation with the Promotion Commission 
and approved by Kukkiwon. 

State/ club panels may also be established to conduct a 5th Dan examination 

A panel must contain a minimum of 3 examiners* - including: 

- A minimum of one 6th Dan (or higher) Kukkiwon certificate holder, 
from an approved and published list, and with an approved lead 
examiner registration number. 

- A minimum of two further panel members of 6th Dan Kukkiwon or above 

*(Further panel members over 5th Dan can be included on panels to gain 
experience at the discretion of the lead examiner, but a 5th Dan examiner 
cannot score for candidates going for 5th Dan. 

For promotion 
tests for 
candidates 
going for 6th 
Dan 

Australian Taekwondo and the AUS Kukkiwon Office have the right to 
organise National level panels to conduct High Dan promotion tests. 

Any National panel would be appointed by the MNA President and AUS 
Kukkiwon Commission Chair in consultation with the Promotion Commission 
and approved by Kukkiwon. 

State/ club panels may also be established to conduct a 6th Dan examination 

A panel must contain a minimum of 3 examiners* - including: 

- A minimum of one 7th Dan (or higher) Kukkiwon certificate holder, 
from an approved and published list and with an approved lead 
examiner registration number. 

- A minimum of two further panel members of 7th Dan Kukkiwon or above 

*(Further panel members over 6th Dan can be included on panels to gain 
experience at the discretion of the lead examiner, but a 5th Dan examiner 
cannot score for candidates going for 6th Dan. 

For promotion 
tests for 
candidates 
going for 7th 
Dan 

Australian Taekwondo and the AUS Kukkiwon Office have the right to 
organise National level panels to conduct High Dan promotion tests. 

Any National panel would be appointed by the MNA President and AUS 
Kukkiwon Commission Chair in consultation with the Promotion Commission 
and approved by Kukkiwon. 

State/ club panels may also be established to conduct a 7th Dan examination 

A panel must contain a minimum of 3 examiners* - including: 

- A minimum of one 8th Dan (or higher) Kukkiwon certificate holder, 
from an approved and published list and with an approved lead 
examiner registration number. 

- A minimum of two further panel members of 8th Dan Kukkiwon or above 

*(Further panel members over 7th Dan can be included on panels to gain 
experience at the discretion of the lead examiner, but a 7th Dan examiner 
cannot score for candidates going for 7th Dan. 

 

 
 



9. Approved Lead Examiners 
All Dan/ Poom promotion tests must contain at least one examiner who is a Kukkiwon 6th Dan 
certificate holder, who has registered and appears on a published approved list that is regularly 
updated and reviewed annually. 

It is the duty and responsibility of this designated Lead Examiner to ensure and apply rigorous 
standards to the promotion test, using a common approved syllabus developed by the AUS 
Kukkiwon office and its commissions. 

For protocol and administration purposes, this person is designated as Lead Examiner and all 
communication, validation of results and certificate applications to the AUS Kukkiwon office 
must come from this person. 

It is also the direct responsibility of the Lead Examiner to apply for Kukkiwon certification within 10 
days of conducting a promotion test, via the AUS Kukkiwon Office, providing a prompt and efficient 
service to hosts and candidates without delay. 

From 2026, it is the ambition to require all promotion test Lead Examiners conducting Poom / Dan 
testing in Australia to also hold a valid Kukkiwon Examiners Certification. 

This aligns AUS and Kukkiwon structures but includes a transition period to allow existing approved 
examiners the opportunity to attend Kukkiwon examiner course activity. 

 

In the interim period: 

a) Kukkiwon will endeavour to conduct education and qualification activities in Australia 
and elsewhere, to upskill and enable Masters to achieve Kukkiwon Examiner 
qualifications. 

b) Australian Taekwondo, the AUS Kukkiwon Office and its commissions will conduct 
Examiner education activity to improve knowledge and working practices alongside formal 
Kukkiwon education. 

 

10. Dan Appeals Process 
In the event an applicant fails a panel grading, they have the right to request a review by a different 
grading panel. If the second panel also determines that the applicant has not met the required 
standard, the applicant may escalate the matter by requesting a review from the Chairman of the 
Commission, the President, and the Secretary General. This review will result in a final decision, and 
no further appeals will be possible. 


